
CONTENTS v

PART 1 INSIDE YOUR HOME

CONTENTS

Introduction viii

Wallboard 2
Plaster 5
Wood Paneling 9
Molding & Trim 12
Wallpaper 14
Painted Surfaces 16

Wood Floors 20
Vinyl, Linoleum & Cork Floors 22
Ceramic Tile 27
Carpeting 30
Interior Doors 32
Basement 34

Wiring, Fuses & Circuit Breakers 37
Backup Generators 45
Wall Switches & Receptacles 48

Ceiling & Wall Light Fixtures 53
Doorbells 58
Alarming Matters 59

Sinks & Their Hardware 61
Dishwashers & Garbage Disposals 71
Showers & Tubs 76
Toilets 79

Water Heaters 83
Water-Supply & Drainage Pipes 85
Septic Systems & Water Wells 90

Chapter 1 Walls, Ceilings & Floors

Chapter 2 Your Electrical System

Chapter 3 Plumbing

FIX IT FAST and Make It Last! www.jerrybaker.com

https://www.jerrybaker.com/product/fix-it-fast-and-make-it-last
https://www.jerrybaker.com


CONTENTSvi

PART 2 OUTSIDE YOUR HOME

Wood Siding 142
Painting Your House 147 
Vinyl & Aluminum Siding 151

Brick 156
Stucco 160
Insulation 163

Kitchen Cabinets 122
Vanities & Medicine Cabinets 131

Countertops 134

Hinged Doors 165
Sliding Doors & Windows 172
Double-Hung Windows 174
Casement Windows 177

A Glass Act 179
Storm Doors, Windows & Screens 182
Garage Doors 187
Weather Stripping & Caulking 188

Asphalt Shingles 192
Wood Shingles & Shakes 199

Flat Roofs 203
Gutters & Downspouts 205

Decks & Porches 211
Patios & Walkways 217
Walls & Fences 224

Concrete Repairs & Maintenance 227
Asphalt Repairs & Maintenance 231
Inground Irrigation Systems 234

Chapter 6 Exterior Walls

Chapter 5 Cabinets & Countertops

Chapter 7 Doors & Windows

Chapter 8 Roofs

Chapter 9 Outdoor Structures & Systems

Central Air-Conditioning   93
Room Air Conditioners 100
Ceiling Fans 104
Heat-Delivery Systems 106

Forced-Air Systems 108
Oil Burners & Tanks 111
Radiators 113
Fireplaces & Woodstoves 116

Chapter 4 Heating & Cooling

FIX IT FAST and Make It Last! www.jerrybaker.com

https://www.jerrybaker.com/product/fix-it-fast-and-make-it-last
https://www.jerrybaker.com


CONTENTS vii

Wooden Furniture 273
Wood Veneer 282
Wicker 285

Upholstered Furniture 287
Leather & Vinyl Upholstery 293
Outdoor Furniture 295

Window & Floor Coverings 298
Bed, Bath & Table Linens 304
Pots, Pans & Kitchen Gear 306
China & Cutlery 311

Lamps & Decorative Accessories 314
Christmas Decorations 318
Art & Collections 320

Clothes Encounters 327
Fastener Frustrations 336

Accessories 339
Jewelry 347

Under the Hood 352
Tires & Brakes 360
Body Basics 362

Index 366

Chapter 11 Furniture

PART 3 THE STUFF IN YOUR LIFE

Stoves & Microwaves 239
Refrigerators & Freezers 248
Washers & Dryers 254

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 261
Vacuum Cleaners 263
Small Appliances 265

Chapter 10 Appliances

Chapter 12 Home Furnishings

Chapter 13 Clothing & Accessories

Chapter 14 Automobiles 

FIX IT FAST and Make It Last! www.jerrybaker.com

https://www.jerrybaker.com
https://www.jerrybaker.com/product/fix-it-fast-and-make-it-last



